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SILVER MELTING HOUSE, The Furnaces 

Silver, in the form of ingots or worn coin, is melted 
with the specified alloys, and poured into moulds to 
form bars for rolling into strips. The furnaces are 
gas fired. 
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The Royal Mint was built in 1812 from the designs of 
Sir Robert Smirke, but has since been considerably extended. 
Here are struck the gold, silver and bronze coins, current in 
the U.K., as also coinages for various colonies, naval and 
military medals and the Great Seals of the Kingdom. 



The Mint is now controlled by a Deputy Master, as since 
1870 the old office of Master has been merged in the dignity 
of Chancellor of the Exchequer. Sir Isaac Newton was a 
former Master from 1699-1727. 
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